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As second son of the King of Levathia, seventeen-year-old Valerian desires the quiet life of a

scholarly monk. But when he fails to save his older brother in battle, Valerian must instead become

crown prince.While a traitorous knight schemes against him, Valerian meets Mercy, a pacifist Healer

with whom he can speak mind-to-mind like the great dragons. Their bond emboldens Valerian to

seek out the legendary dragons and ask for their help against the monsters who killed his brother.

Can Valerian survive the traitor's assassins long enough to find the dragons? And if he does, can he

convince them to lay aside their hatred of humans and help him save the land from destruction?
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This story was nothing short of a joy to read. It's always refreshing to get totally immersed in a story

without being jarred back to reality by misspellings, grammar goofs and other writing faux pas. The

characters jump right into your heart, at least the good ones. I love the cover, which captures the

spirit of Prince Valerian so beautifully. He as well as sweet Mercy and many other supporting

characters are not only convincing but very human with dreams, aspirations and hopes beset with



tremendous obstacles, making it easy to connect with them emotionally. Their struggles are at times

heart-rending as these genuinely goodhearted, god-fearing individuals are forced to confront

situations where they're forced to make a decision that runs against their beliefs, vows and

principles.Not all of the characters are good, of course, and this one includes a villain who's ruthless

and beyond evil. His actions and intent sets your hair on end as you wonder what this devious

slimeball is going to do next to make the hero and heroine miserable, up to and including making

attempts on their respectively lives, as he furthers his own agenda.Which brings me to the

suspense, an element that's superbly sustained throughout. This is reinforced by the fact that the

good guys are not spared hardships, injuries or in some cases, death, making it more true to life

than some where the protagonist and his cronies border on omniscient super-heroes who

miraculous escape any sort of physical threat.This story has enough elements to satisfy fantasy

buffs, but they're low key and realistic enough for those who simply enjoy a good tale with plenty of

suspense and, of course, romance.
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